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Dream Weaver

Design sensation Sylvie Johnson works with Merida to bring rugmaking
to a whole new level of excellence. ey rorerT KIENER

s she sits in
her Pa_ﬂs studiu surrounded

by shelves of books, piles of
texriles, and srands—and more
strands—of coloxful yarn, noted
weaver and designer Sylvie
Tobmson smiles when asked
where she finds the inspiradon
for the rextile and 1g designs
for which she has become
renovwned. “Everything begins
with the yam,” she explains. She
picks up a handful and adds,
“Yarn has & way of telling you
what it wants to be. You just
have to listen.”

Johtisoris ability to listen, and the in
nevadve dedgns that resolt, have sarned
her interradonsl acclaitnas well oy the
robs of creative director for Merida, the
Fall Biver, Massacknssrrs based vesrile
rrarifacmarer, “T am trilled po be werk
v woith: Dlevida's talentad crafrspeople”
she says “We speak the samme ardstic
largruagee, 50 ours is 2 ooe collaboradon.
They create a real magic ™

Tokngon, who bag alrsady producsd
several collectons for the firmn, dever bag
et weork fior Merida a5 inspired by the
“Jegs is more” school of design, T find To help dec ke onyarm
that it's possible to produce soriking, comm position, fwists, and

; blerds, designer Sylvie
elagant work by keeping dasign simple,” Johnzn compares a sample

she gays “You den't nesd to be slabo ﬂmnﬂ?}himnﬂ Iilr;stw e
; recenthy cr collection

rate” Merida has dubbed some of her Merida 5t the firm's Fal River,

waork, “An ode o mirdmalism Miassachusetts, headquartars,
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CLOCKWISE FROMTOP RIGHT: Stages of creation inzlude Johnaon
anda staffer inspecting a workin progress; a Merida
crafisperson finishing a tufted desigr large pieces being
"seamed” together; and a sample piece being serged,

or finished.
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“IT'S POSSIBLE TO
PRODUCE STRIKING,
ELEGANT WORK BY
KEEPING DESIGN SIMPLE,”
SAYS SYLVIE JOHNSON.

the Sshara to Colorado’s Uinta Basin,

LEFT, TOP TOBOTTOM: Rugs from the Ve rbana linein the 2012 Atalier
collechion, inspired by the desart plant that blossoms in ook or sand,
in Pebble, Matural, and Jasper Parchment. RGHT: The yarns uzed for
the collection festure the earthy colors found in natuwal wonders fom

I rrarrer beow siraple the
design, however, deprhisa
cotsTant, and Joknson sy
stes bopes viewer s will Look
desper to g2 how she has been
ingpired by architectars, naTare,
archeology, abd even music,
Araorg her 2019 Arelier collec
tioty for Merida are rogs with
narnes like Verbena and Mesa
in colors suck sg Peblle and
Saffran, refiectng the inflaences
of the natural world on her
design stnse. A previous solles

tion indlndess rogolled Saga
irwpired by Chopin's rmsic 1
lonve the way the desgm crches
the light and isjopful, ek like
Tels rovnsic,” she says.

A g, Jolinson says, is
so windk: more thana floor
eovering or decoradve accent,
“Texriley ars the first arg, older
than paindng or scolprure,” she
246, "R rog b be a piecs of art,
It can hawve g soul”

Meridz, Fall Biver, Mazs,
marid astudio com



